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PIEMONTE SHARE FESTIVAL 

2nd–13th November 2011

Regional Museum of Natural Science, Turin

Cops & Robbers

Cops and robbers, the innocent and the guilty, legalitarians and subversives, law-abiding citizens and revolutionaries.

The impression is that there is always somebody stealing something and somebody else on their pursuit, like in Cops & Robbers, but the good guys today are often on the wrong side of the law. Roles have become unclear, ideas all mixed up, the front keeps changing and people jump sides.

It is a fine line that separates the legal and illegal when it comes to freedom of speech, news leaks, activism, copyleft, appropriationism and interventionism. 

After having taken on such hot topics as the arrival of the digital in our lives (it was 2005!) and the limitless, just as Turin was grappling with the Winter Olympics; having explored digital affinities, the value of creating by hand in the age of machines, market forces and last year’s smart mistakes, this year the 7th Piemonte Share Festival, directed as customary by Simona Lodi and Chiara Garibaldi, is dedicated to the relationship between the poetical and the political in contemporary practices. This year’s festival’s pop title, Cops & Robbers, once again underscores the desecrating and provocative approach of Italy’s most important festival dedicated to the digital world and its relationship with, and influence on, art and culture.

It is an occasion to meditate on the emergence, in the background, of a social movement that is transforming the paradigms on which a digitalized, global society is based. This context has given rise to political issues revolving around the question of democracy and participation, freedom of speech, the sharing of knowledge, and a critical understanding of the computerisation of culture and of shared social processes. 

As in the past, a key part of this year’s Share Festival will consist in a large-scale interactive exhibition of the artworks shortlisted for the Share Prize 2011, the award designed and instituted to discover, promote and support the digital arts. The international competition is open to artists that use digital technologies as a language for artistic expression, in every shape and form. The jury, consisting of Bruce Sterling and Simona Lodi, curator of the exhibition, worked long and hard in examining each of the works entered, shortlisting six finalists for the much desired prize. The winner will be announced at the award ceremony in Turin, on 6th November at the Regional Museum of Natural Science, which will be hosting the festival. This year’s topic focuses on the issue of Appropriation Art, and in particular on art that, ever since the historic avant-garde movements, has dared to overstep the bounds of artistic property. Issues such as appropriationism, citationism and plagiarism can be read in a different light, which today has turned fakes and remixes into an avant-garde artistic stance on the cutting edge. Ever since its beginnings, “networking” has always straddled the dialectical line between legality and illegality, between theft and giving, between openness and closure, between intellectual property and sharing, and hence between widespread participation and a position of dominance. 

A series of conferences will open the way for an engaging dialogue that takes as its starting point globalization and technological medialization, to then expand into other fields of inquiry, from political philosophy to economic sociology, shining a light, along the way, on the interaction between popular science and the arts. 

Once again, the Piemonte Share Festival is an opportunity to celebrate culture while exploring critical issues in the artistic and social evolution of media, and looking at innovation and illegal art as a snapshot of our time. 

ORGANISERS & INFO:

Share Festival – Art in Digital Culture

Via Rossini 3, 10124 Turin

tel +39 011 5883693

www.toshare.it
MEDIA OFFICE:

adfarmandchicas

Corso Regina Margherita 87, 10124 Turin

tel +39 011 3199871

www.adfarm.it
Share Festival è un progetto di The Sharing 
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