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PIEMONTE SHARE FESTIVAL 

2nd–13th November 2011

Regional Museum of Natural Science, Turin

CONFERENCES

Thursday, 3rd November 2011 
12.00 pm Fab Lab Italia | Stazione Futuro | Italia 150 Committee | Officine Grandi Riparazioni


Conference: VersuS. Observers and the observed. 

Salvatore Iaconesi and Oriana Persico 

An emotional analysis of cities, across social networks, new public spaces, generative design and ubiquitous fabbing


In VersuS, the real-time observation of threads posted on social networks gives shape to visual sculptures and representations that combine aesthetic value with the possibility of using innovative tools for understanding city life and the points of view expressed by people. The city becomes a sort of neural network; its urban streetscape an architecture of data and relationships.

The emotions, desires, visions and expectations of people are to be found in new, digital public spaces that are increasingly intertwined with the physical spaces of the city and the local territory. On the one hand, the possibility of observing and giving real-time access to people’s actions on social networks unlocks an infinite series of possibilities; on the other, analysing the emotions expressed on social networks has become a consolidated practice, underpinning marketing and communication strategies, as well as political and energy tactics. The big global players are breaking into our digital lives, stealing information and intelligence.

Friday, 4th November

5.00 pm – Regional Museum of Natural Science, Via Giolitti 36, Turin

Conference: architects' BOOK: Fictional architects in cinema, Speaker: Giorgio Scianca

Scianca has created the biggest database ever of movie clips focused on architecture and the figure of the architect (https://www.facebook.com/pages/Architects-BOOK/147025168672740?sk=info). Starting from the consideration that one hundred years of cinema as a global medium means one hundred years of the architect as a modern figure, he has collected and set up in a database the stills, playbills and key sequences of around one thousand films (from 1908 onwards), produced all over the world, in which any of the leading characters portrays an architect. Surprisingly, the make-believe of the cinema captures the complexity of the profession, in both its popular understanding and elitist acceptation—from university life to professional success (or failure), from mid-life crisis to the acceptance of senility. A journey over time and space, looking at a profession so generously portrayed by the cinema.

The findings of a survey in 2003, co-ordinated by Giorgio Scianca, show that idea of what architecture is today does not rest on direct experience, but rather on second-hand information most likely garnered from the social groups one has contact with or from the mass media.
This study of films which "tell the story of an architect" has filled a gap in the research. 

6.00 pm - Regional Museum of Natural Science

Conference: Art & Discipline, by Steve Kurtz

In partnership with the Park of Living Art.

Steve Kurtz is a founder of the Critical Art Ensemble. Renowned internationally for its scientific critique and counter-information activities, this historic American group is a collective of artists and scientists focused on the exploration of the intersections of art, biotechnology and activism, through performances, live experiments and non-violent sabotage. For over two decades, the Critical Art Ensemble has produced and exhibited works that question our assumptions on information, communication, biotechnology and ecological systems. 

Steve Kurtz, wrongly arrested for bioterrorism in the United States in 2004, has become a symbol of political art activism. The charges against him focused on the bacterial cultures that he used in his art installations. Thousands of people throughout the world mobilised to call for his release. Looking at the Critical Art Ensemble’s work on cultural resistance, the conference examines the disciplinary machine and systems for managing speech and expression which attempt to control or eliminate resistant cultural production that challenges the status quo.

In partnership with the Park of Living Art.

Saturday, 5th November

3.00 pm - Regional Museum of Natural Science

Open meeting: Art, Activism, New Media

The Share Festival is dedicating Saturday, 5th November to tactical media, to explore the fusion of art, media, politics and cultural activism and look at new forms of social protest and their media dimension. 

It will also be an occasion to retrace the history of media activism. First emerging in artist and activist circles in the 1990s, tactical media has since become a fully-fledged movement that targets anyone who tries to produce communication tools to support a political mission. It is a form of media activism that perceives the distinction between street protests and media broadcasting—between the reality of the streets and its representation by the media.

A day for analysing how new forms of protest are being influenced by multimedia images and messages distributed by the Internet, mobile phones, social media, Internet video platforms and, naturally, traditional media such as the press, radio and television—from the “Twitter revolution” of the “Arab Spring” to the protests of Europe’s “indignados”, across the saga of Wikileaks. 

The day will also, and above all, be an encounter open to all people who wish to voice their own contribution in a climate of free, open debate, as well as a chance to demonstrate that culture does not close but opens doors to people, to the community, to the population, creating an opportunity for participation and discussion. A community response through its presence, to ask what sort of sustainability is possible? How do we live? What is the real world like for people? To ask, whose side are you on? Are you a cop or a robber? 

Featuring: 

Dmytri Kleiner is a founder of Telekommunisten, a collective involved in artistic projects that explore the way that communication technologies come with social relations embedded within them.  

Franca Forment presents Wikifood, a social network that focuses on certain protagonists of our contemporary society: the tongue and the mouth. An invitation  to reflect upon the concept of privacy through culinary and ludic means.  

 

Annette Wolfsberger is an Austrian born curator and researcher based in Amsterdam. Her area of interest spans from  media arts to contemporary and popular culture. She is the producer, and part of the curatorial team of Sonic Acts. She also regularly contributes to publications on new media policy and practice. 

Giovanni Ziccardi will present a national preview of the Observatory on Human Rights and Electronic Resistance in the Digital Era, a project by the University of Milan. Author of the bok “Hacker, il richiamo della libertà” (2011).

To close the day at 21.00 there will be Hacking and Digital Resistance Party: a meeting hacker's style who will be an opportunity to celebrate and remember, in the Guy Fawkes Day, all those hackers at the four corners of the world's fighingt against censorship, firewalls, global surveillance and big Brother, the restrictions on artistic freedom, repression and violence.

Sunday, 6th November

2.00 pm - Regional Museum of Natural Science

Dialogue between Mariano Equizzi and Simone Arcagni on Cops & Robbers


Contemporary audio-visual production as a continuous, organised robbery, tied to different epochs, styles and technologies, in search of a visual synaesthesia for expanded editing, which is not just the “victim” of convergence, but is able to engage with mainstream editing and with experimental cinema, from ‘bottom’ to top. From underground VJing to Bravacasa iPad RCS.

3.00 pm - Regional Museum of Natural Science

Conference: Alternative Coins. Counterfeit or Visionary? by Francesco Bernabei

What is the economy up to? What does it do today? Do economists still exist as a profession, or are all we have science-fiction writers and statistical reports on what is happening in the various market areas? Francesco Bernabei has been asking himself these questions for years. He thinks that in times of crisis, both thought and action plans need to be reviewed: we need to change.

Francesco Bernabei is (or seeks to be) a social developer, who has worked in the past on conscientious objection, non-violence, ethical finance, alternative energy and social economics. He is currently working with Regione Basilicata to establish a Community Foundation for the artistically-minded and for the introduction of a voucher to be spent in projects supporting active citizenship.

4.00 pm - Regional Museum of Natural Science

Debate: Architecture, Communication & New Media, Speakers: Joseph Grima, Enzo Lavolta, and Simone Arcagni. Moderated by Simona Lodi 

4.00 pm - Regional Museum of Natural Science 

Debate: “Architecture, Communications & New Media” , with Joseph Grima, Enzo Lavolta, Simone Arcagni, Simona Lodi. 

The Internet, participation, urban screens and media-architecture are transforming the town into an informational city and media city. A debate on how architecture and urban planning are changing their approach to sustainability, seeking sustainable models in design, planning and construction. 
Social networks, wi-fi spots, urban screens, portable media, locative media... the contemporary metropolis is criss-crossed with interconnected communication flows. With all this actively mapped, the citizen is a user able to observe and participate, but also a user that is observed at the same time.
A reflection on appropriation, surveillance, and ‘bottom-up’ planning and new social media spaces, and how the contemporary metropolis, new media and new technologies are compelling us to rethink the role of communications and information, usability and space, between the public and the private, the real and the virtual. 

6.00 pm - Regional Museum of Natural Science

Conference by Bruce Sterling : From Net.Art to Tech Art, and what comes next

The best way to understand the future is to look twice as far into the past.  Fifteen years ago, "net.art" was created, to name a distinctly new form of art that used the Internet as its creative platform. 

Nowadays half the world's population is on the World Wide Web, and people have begun the speak of the "Legacy Internet" as an old-fashioned business.    The novelty of the Internet as an art platform has gone away. New net-based institutions have sprung up: crowdsourcing, Processing software, Arduino controller boards, fabricators, and a maker-culture that shares its algorithms.  Mobile art apps have appeared on handheld devices, as well as augmented-reality art forms that are digital but don't work on the Internet. 

Old analog distinctions between art, science, engineering, design and software coding are disintegrating. Many of yesterday's cultural controversies have not been settled -- instead, they have been made irrelevant. 

What is likely to happen in the next seven years? 
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